ina uns den Kopf zerbrechen liber diese Dinge. Wien bleibt
doch Wien.9

'Vienna won't alter.' I wonder if Steffel was right. He is
getting old now and rather senile, in fact they had to raise
a fund for an operation on his steeple.

One day in February 1938 Hitler invited the earnest
Schuschnigg to visit him at his Bavarian chalet and there,
with German generals standing ominously in the background
and tanks and infantry and aeroplanes everywhere, he told
Schuschnigg that, of course, he respected Austrian indepen-
dence, but it would be as well if Schuschnigg would hand over
the police to a new Minister, Arthur Seyss-Inquart, in whom
Hitler had confidence, and he might as well release all his
imprisoned Nazis and change the tone of his press, and he
need not delude himself that England or France or Italy would
give him any help and Germany could occupy Austria with
far less misgiving than she had occupied the Rhineland two
years before. That happened, inevitably, on a Saturday, and
Mussolini, inexplicably was somewhere deep in the Italian
countryside, and London shook in its golf shoes, and Schusch-
nigg, who had stood face to face with stark, relentless, over-
whelming force, came back to Vienna and did all these things.

So by the time you read this book Hitler's nominee will have
the Austrian police, and you remember that Goring's control
of the Prussian police, although he was only Prussian Home
Minister and Papen was Prussian Premier and the Nazia
were in a voting minority in the Reich Cabinet, was enough
for him to exploit the Reichstag fire in a way that vanquished
all adversaries and made Germany into the Third Reich.

By all the portents Steffel will see some changes soon. You
could feel the tension in Vienna that Saturday.
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